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Hristos a inviat! Adevarat a inviat!
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S F.ITURGHIE CA PARTICIPARE LA iNVIERE

Se cuvine sa aducem

multumire, inainte de toate,

Domnului  Hristos ca ne-a
invrednicit sa ajungem g1 anul
acesta la slavitul praznic al
Invierii, la noaptea cea plina de
lumina a Sfintelor Pasti.

Despre rostul si importanta
Invierii Domnului pentru viata
noastra, marele teolog Dumitru
Staniloae spune: ,Fdard inviere,
nasterea oamenilor n-ar avea
nict o ratiune. Existenta insdsi
ar ramane cu totul inexplica-
bila. Singurd
toate de sens, de lumina®. Cu-

invierea umple

noscand acest adevar, Biserica
11 consacra zilele de Pasti si cele
pana la inéltzare, dar si dumini-
cile de peste an, insa martur-
iseste, totodata, ca fiecare zi es-

te s1 ar trebul sa devina o zi a
invierii, intrucat Domnul Cel
inviat este totdeauna cu noi.
Cunoasterea si trairea tainei
Invierii se pot implini in fiecare
clipa a vietii, prin marturisirea
drepte, prin

credintel celei

nadejde  mantuitoare, prin

dragoste atotcuprinzatoare, prin
rugaciune fierbinte si smerenie

adevarata si, mai ales, prin

Dumnezeiasca Liturghie, care le
cuprinde pe toate.

De aceea, ne vom opri o
clipa asupra Sfintei si
Dumnezeiestii Liturghii, ca
traire a tainei mortii si
Invierii Domnului Hristos,
ca traire a tainei mortii si
invierii noastre.

Continuare pag. 3

l ] NDERSTANDING THOMAS

Saint Thomas, it seems, can
never catch a break, at least in
popular culture. Our culture
knows him as “doubting Thomas,”
and one single and uncharacteris-
tic lapse has forever labelled him
as a doubter and made him the pa-
tron saint of sceptics. He 1is re-
garded as suffering from an innate

tendency to doubt and to faith-
lessness, as if he somehow loved
his Lord less than the other apos-
tles. A quick look through the
other pages of John’s Gospel re-
veals it is not so. If anything,
Thomas loved Jesus more.

cont. page 2
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Remember how a few short days before the
catastrophic events of Christ’s arrest, trial, and
crucifixion all the other disciples hung back in
fear when their Master spoke of leaving the safe-
ty of their place across the Jordan to return to
Bethany in Judea to visit Lazarus? dJesus told
them plainly that Lazarus was dead, and then
said, “let us go to Him.” The apostles all thought
that He meant visiting Lazarus’ bereaved family
in Judea and being stoned to death for it, as He
almost was before (John 11:7-8, 14-15). They all
hung back, aghast at their Master’s determined
plan. It was Thomas who refused to let Him go
and die alone: “Let us also go,” he told them,
“that we may die with Him” (v. 16).

Thomas’ famous lapse therefore did not
spring from a cold heart, nor from a deficit of
love. When the other apostles told him after the
Resurrection that they had seen the Lord, and
when Thomas responded, “Unless I see in His
hands the print of the nails, and place my finger

in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in

His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25), this
was not the voice of scepticism. If Thomas were
a despairing sceptic, he would not then have
been with the other apostles at all. He would
have said, “I'm done,” and returned to Gali-
lee. No, this was not the voice of scepticism. It
was the voice of desire.

That is, Thomas desired more than anything
in the world to see His Lord alive again. His
poor heart had sustained such a pounding and
been broken into so many tiny pieces by the
events of that last terrible Friday that he could
not risk having it broken again. He dared not

believe this latest report, for fear that it was
wrong. He felt that if he raised his hopes again
only to have them dashed, he could not sur-
vive. No more risks, no more taking chanc-
es. From now on, seeing was believing. But he
clearly wanted to see and to believe. When he
drew his line in the sand and said he would not
believe this report unless Christ appeared to
him personally, he wanted more than anything
for it to be so. He drew this line, hoping beyond
hope that Christ would cross over it. When
Christ did, and offered His risen flesh to Thom-
as for inspection, Thomas sank to his knees,
exclaiming, “My Lord and my God!” Here was
everything he ever wanted.

Thomas’ desire for Christ challenges us to-
day—and not just to believe in Christ without
seeing Him for ourselves. Thomas challenges
not just our faith, but our priorities. Thomas
wanted Christ more than anything else, and
everything else grew dim in the face of that de-
sire. What do we want? What is our deepest |
desire? Is it for money? For health and happi-
ness? Is it for the health and happiness of our
children? Is it for success and recognition in
our chosen field? Thomas would cheerfully
have sacrificed all these things, if only he could
have his Jesus back again. For Thomas, noth-
ing was more important than Jesus. After fall-
ing down before Christ with his confession, he
turns to us with a question: what
is our deepest desire? How important is Jesus
to us?

Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!

MICI, KIDS MENU,
SIDES, SALAD & yummy
pastries
Something for
everyone!

SPRING PENTECOST
PICNIC

Come and enjoy our delicious
food on

SUNDAY, JUNE 4

after Divine Liturgy and
Knelling prayers
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Sfanta
Liturghie ofera posibilitatea ca omul, patrunzand

Savargita 1in fiecare z1 duminca,
in adancul ei, sa descopere adevarul invierii si,
prin aceasta, viata lui sa capete un sens si sa
se bucure de lumina.

Modul de traire a Pastilor este Sfanta Litughie.
Desgi instituita in Joia Mare, Liturghia a devenit
defapt slujba de Duminica a Sfintei Biserici. Astfel,
ea sta ca marturie suprema gi neitrerupta a
Invierii, lui Hristos, cel numit “Pastile ele mari si
preasfintite”. In ea reactualizim Jerfa Marelui
Arhiereu care nu a fost ucis pe cruce, ci S-a jertifit
spre a ne trece “din moartea acestei vieti” la viata
cea adevarata.

La praznicul Pagtilor, Biserica intreaga se
reinnoieste prin cateva elemente reale: Painea si
Vinul. In Liturghie, ele devin insusi Sangele si
Trupul tainic al Domnului. Mancandu-le devenim
s1 noi, prin har, una cu El ele fiind merinde pentru
viata de veci.

Painea numita in popor “Pasti” este o paine
binecuvantata, care se consuma spre aducere
aminte a trecerii, dar si a manei care s-a coborat
din cer poprului evreu in perioada iesirii din Robia
Egiptului. In Liturghie, Hristos-Mielul care se jert-
feste, actualizeaza mereu atat marea rascumpara-
re, cat si marea trecere (Pascha) a noastra “de la
moarte la viatd si de pe pamant la cer’.

Multi crestini se impartasesc la Pasti (desi, ar
trebui ca toti crestinii si se Impartaseasca),
devenind “corporali si consaguini” cu Hristos. Ca si
in procesul unei nasteri, din acest veac in veacul ce

vas a fie, El — Mielul jertfit — “trage” la Sine pe toti

cei impreunati cu El (prin Euharistie) in Trupul al

carui Cap El este. De aceea, vorbim adesea despre
Biserica-Trup tainic a lui Hristos.

Patrunzand, asadar, tot mai adanc in duhul
,2pomenirii“ mortii si Invierii lui Hristos, devenim,
prin Euharistie, inca din lumea aceasta, partasi ai
vietil celel vegnice: , Eu sunt pdinea vietii, cel ce
vine la Mine nu va flamanzi si cel ce va crede in
Mine nu va inseta niciodatd. (...) Eu sunt pdinea
cea vie, care s-a pogordt din cer. Cine mandncd din
pdinea aceasta viu va fi in veci. Iar pdinea pe care

Eu o voi da pentru viata lumii este trupul Meu.
(...) Cel ce mandnca trupul Meu si bea sdngele
Meu are viata vesnicad, si Eu il voi invia in ziua
cea de apoi”.

Pregustata inca de aici, bucuria impartasirii
de Hristos-Dumnezeu va deveni deplina in lu-
mina celei de-a doua veniri a Sa la sfarsitul ve-
acurilor cum spune o rugaciune finala a
Liturghiei: ,,0, Pastile cele mari si preasfintite,
Hristoase!, exclamd céntarea Bisericii, O,

fn;elepciunea st Cuvantul si Puterea lul
Dumnezeu! Dd-ne noud sd ne impdrtdsim cu
Tine, mai adevdrat, in ziua cea neinseratd a
impardtiei Tal”.

Pana la a doua Sa venire, in Liturghie
“vestim moartea” Domnului (I Cor. 11,26), dar
participam si la marea trecere a Pastelui celui
vegnic — Hristos (Evrei 10,10). La frangerea pa-
inii L-au recunoscut ucenicii, dar El s-a facut
nevizut. In Liturghie, si noi, cei de azi recuno-
astem pe Hristos Cel Inviat, care “nu numai cd
a murit pentru noi, ba mai mult, a si inviat, $i
sta la dreapta lui Dumnezeu si mijloceste pentru
noi” (Rom. 8,34).

Impartagindu-se impreund de Hristos Cel
jertfit si inviat pentru ei, oamenii cresc in unire
si dragoste intre ei si primesc ,putere sd se iu-
beasca si ei pand la jertfa”.

Sfanta Liturghie devine, asadar, locul
central si timpul esential de imbratisare,
in rugaciune si dragoste, a intregii lumi,
cu durerile si bucuriile ei.

Acestea, precum si multe altele, sunt darurile
prin care Liturghia lucreaza tainic, dar real, |
asupra omului, cuprinzandu-1 bucurii
nebanuite, datatoare de sens si lumina. Este
acea ,,dumnezeiasca veselie ,ce izvordste din
wrodul cel nou al vitei® prin Liturghie, ,in ziua
cea vestitd a Invierii“ cum spune cantarea Bi-
sericii in noaptea de Pasti.

Hristos a Inviat!

ADEVARAT A INVIAT HRISTOS!
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Palm Sunday Fish Dinner

John & Georgia Omorean $ 100 Darius Salagean $ 100
Agrigoroae Bolos Victor $150 Cezar & Silvia Panait $ 100
Psa Eugenia Cerghizan $ 50 Fiodor & Liuba Didenco $ 100
Consfron’ro Korolchuk $ 100 Nicolae & Marinela Grigore $ 60
Fr. Mircea & Psa Anca $ 80 Flena Ciurusniuc $ 50
Pros.cowc1 Bor’mgvo $ 65 Irinel & Ovidiu Ardeleanu $ 40
Adrian & Cora Pirvu $ 50 Eacterina Jancik $ 40
Nicolae Grigore $ 40 Luke Grigore $ 40
Elena Ciurusniuc $ 40 Corina Hansen $ 40
Maria Tudor $ 50 Toma Constantin $20
Tudor & Maria $ 50 Anonymous $ 70
Valeriu Bornov $ 30 Psa Amy Hodge $ 50
Liliana BAdea $ 40 Philip & Myra Toconita $ 100
Atanasie Popescu $75

COMING EVENTS

1. Blessing the graves on Memorial Day, May 29

at 10am at Oakland Cemetery.

2. Spring/ Pentecost PICNIC- Sunday June 4,

2023 - after Divine Liturgy

LENTEN BOX OFFERING

We donated:
$350 to IOCC
$350 to OCMC

E (colecta din Postul Mare) for
: I0OCC & OCMC - $ 700

There never was, and never will be a place on earth free from sorrows. The only sorrow-
less place possible is the heart, when the Lord is present there. (St. Nikon of Optima)

_ PASCHAL CANDLES
LUMANARILE PASCALE DIN ALTAR

Were donated by:

Georgia M. Omorean ($160)
IMO of her sister Ann Marinkov
Andreea & Nthan Vanderby Family($140)
Pentru sanatatea familiei si binecuvantare.
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We would like to thank:

—,— H A N K o To Ladies auxiliary who organized the Easter coffee

hour . We are open now for coffee hour after Sunday ser-

vice.
y @ U | e To Ema & Bianca Agrigoroae Bolos for preparing the
= . Easter egg for kids;

- To Irinel Ardeleanu, Georgia Omorean, Oana & Car-
men Ivan who helped us to clean the church on April 1;

- Our Palm Sunday FISH DINNER (April 9) sponsor: Nicholas & Carolyn
Manciu family ($500)

- And to Our chairman Adrian Pirvu, Aurel Cernea and Silvia Panait to those
who helped at the dinner.

Puteti dona si online prin PAYPAL https://saintmarymn.org/Donations.aspx
Deasemenea, va rugadm sa deveniti membri activi ai parohiei noastre.
Membria este de $175 pe an

Anonymous
Anonymous

Ana Maria Twohy
Gabriela Jancik
Ron Bongard
Paula Pascutoi

Liliana Badea
Diana Cristea
Stefan Ciumac

[MONTHLY OFFERIN GS]

$ 500 - Pledge donation

$ 600 - Pledge donation

$ 200 - Icon donation

$ 200 - Icon donation

$ 250 - IMO his Mother Ann

$ 50 - IMO her husband
Mike Pascutoi

$ 50 - Pledge donation

$ 1,100 - Icon of St Luke

$ 2,100 - Icon Of Romanian

Saints

Agrigoroae Bolos V & N $ 300 - Pledge donation

Nicholas Manciu
Irina Candet

$ 100 - Pledge donation
$ 1,100 - St Matthew Icon
donation IMO Eugen Candet

Constanta Korolchuk $ 100 - Pledge donation
Cezar & Silvia Panait $ 150

Juliann & Gerald Larson $ 200 - Pledge donation
Igor & luliana Untura $ 100 - IMO their parents

Silivia Panait

$ 30 - Easter flowers

Brezai Liviu $ 30
Prascovia Bortnova $ 30
Vera Didenco $ 50 -for good health

PayPal donations
Doina Neculescu $ 50 - pledge donation
Anca Zamfirescu $ 50 - pledge donation

Camelia Florea $100

Octavian Cornea $ 100

Lucia Husar $ 500 - Easter donation
Matthew Andriescu  $ 25

Stefan Alexa $ 500 - Easter donation
Dan Luca $ 150 - Easter donation
Alina Rimbu $ 100 - Easter donation
Mihnea Popa $ 200 - Easter donation

Michael Breecoft $ 100
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EASTER DONATIONS

Elena Lozne $ 200 Juliann Larson $ 100
Paula Pascuto1 $ 25 Elisabeta Vasin $ 100
Dorina & Mihai Vincze Turceanu $ 150 Liliana Badea $ 50
Cezar & Silvia Panait $ 200 Georgeta Poliac $ 100
Mihaela & Denis Schiopu $ 60 Deborah Muntean $ 25
Ecaterina Jancik $ 100 Cornelia Stanescu $ 20
Doina & Cristian Neculescu $ 100 Liuda Zogorodnii $ 150
John & Georgia Omorean $ 100

Diana Trifa $ 1,000

Corina Pambuccian $ 300

Viorel & Daniela Gheorghe $ 200 .

Mary Zeimet $ 100 Memorial Day ~
Irina & Eugen Turcu $ 100 May 29, 2023
Mihaela Lisnic $ 200

Prascovia Bortnova $ 150

Psa Eugenia  Cerghizan $ 100 Let's not forget to thank those who fall-
Elena & Serban Siman $100 €n asleep in the Lord and those who
Toan Pop $ 100 servedin the Armed Forces to preserve our
Irinel & Ovidiu Ardeleanu $ 100 Nhation and insure our freedoms. i
Constanta Korolchuck $ 100 On Memorial Day, Monday May 29, we
Alina & Mihail Dron $ 60 will bless the graves at Oakland cemetery
Corina & Alex Hansen $ 50 starting with 10:00 am. All persons who
Aurel & Luiza Cernea $ 50 want to have a service on Memorial Day
Adrian & Cora Pirvu $ 50 please contact Fr Mircea 734-497-4544.
George Popa $ 50 ‘ Oihgr cemgteries, .by app?injm.eni..De
Mirela Oliva $ 25 ziua eronor.Lum, 29.M.g|, vom savarsi slujbe
Edith Stone $ 25 de pomenire la cimitir |nc?pond cu ora
Liuba Didenco $ 20 10:Oqu. Cgtcore doresc; SO pomeneasca
Alexa Popa $ 20 pe cei dragiin oc_:eos’ro zi, 1i rugdm sd con-
David & Marilynn Fibison $ 500 tacteze pe Pr. Mircea |la 734-497-4544 sau

sa vind la cimitirul Oakland, St. Paul.

THE PASTOR SAYS: “A thorn bush can

(B never produce a fig. Just so, your heart can Vacation Church School
never be free from opprgssive thou.g.hts,. reeT | hemees e el
words, and actions until it has pur}fzed it- at Vacation Church School
self internally. Be eager to walk this path. June 12-16.
Watch your heart always. Constantly say the 4 years old through 6th grade.
prayer ‘Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.’
Be humble. Set your soul in quietness. Register here

(St. Hesychius the Priest)
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1810 i ildp CANDLES IN THE FRONT AND INSIDE THE ALTAR

N J  0n04/09, 2023- donate de familia Schiopu Denis & Mihaela pentru bine-
O cuvatare & sanatate;

<D On 04/12-14, 2023 - donate Stefan Ciumac cu ocazia nasterii baiatului
Samuel - La multi ani cu sanatatate!

On 04/16, 2023 donate familia lvanov pentru sanatate;

On 04/16, 2023 donate de familia Nicolae & Marinela Grigo-
re pentru sanatate; (LA LS
) ) FOR ALTAR
On 04/23, 2023 donated by Georgia M Omorean IMO her sis- CANDLES IS
ter Ann Marinkov - Dumnezeu sa-o ierte! $ 50
On 04/30, 2023 donate de Liliana Badea pentru nepotul Pat-

rick - pentru sanatate si pace sufleteasca;

If you want to donate candles for Holy Altar please see the chart in “epitrop’s area” (pridvor
— pronaos) and sing up for a Sunday or Holyday.

Orthodox Summer CAMPS

Is by God’s grace the crown jewel of our Youth Ministry program. Our schedule includes worship,
swimming, sports, horseback riding, high and low ropes courses, religion groups, campfires, candle
making, crafts, presentations on missions, boating, and more! We rent Camp Wapogasset in Amery,
Wisconsin. The camp is located just 75 minutes Northeast of St. Mary’s.

Summer Camp Dates: Julyl-July7, 2023
For 3rd through 12th graders in fall.

Please visit our Camp website for more information and registration: www.stmaryscamp.com

Summer Camp Registration is open:
Standard Fee: $550 May 2 - May 18th

CAMP VATRA 2023:
Senior Camp (ages 14-17): June 25- July 8, 2023

Registration s are open :Standard Fee: $ 600 Click here:
https://www.roea.org/summercamps

SFINTELE PASTI 2023
The “PASTI”
The bread & wine were donated by /Pdinea & vinul au fost donate de familia:
Prascovia & Alexandru Bortnov ($§150)
Dumnezeu sa-i binecuvinteze, sandtate sa le daruiasca/!
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CHURCH CLEANING

We would like to thank to Irinel Ardeleanu, Geor-
gia Omorean, Oana & Carmen Ivan who helped us to
clean the church on April 1;

T

MEOCCA Lenten Vesper
March,19 2023

We would like to thank to those who helped
at Lenten Vesper on March 19, especially to
Georgia Omorean, Alex Hansen, Luta Neacsu,
Silvia Panait, Cora Pirvu, Pasa Bortnova .

Thank you and God Bless you!




